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In	  January	  2013	  the	  Elders	  and	  Pastors	  of	  East	  Goshen	  Mennonite	  Church	  began	  inviting	  
the	  congregation	  to	  consider	  the	  question,	  “What	  is	  God’s	  Dream	  for	  EGMC?”	  	  And	  so	  we	  
engaged	  our	  imaginations	  and	  invited	  the	  Spirit	  to	  lead	  us	  to	  God’s	  vision.	  	  Our	  vision	  
process	  involved	  multiple	  times	  for	  people	  to	  gather	  in	  discernment.	  	  The	  Elders	  and	  
Pastors,	  led	  conversations,	  considered	  the	  challenges	  we	  face	  as	  a	  congregation,	  affirmed	  
the	  way	  the	  Spirit	  is	  moving	  in	  the	  congregation,	  articulated	  and	  tested	  congregational	  
vision.	  
	  
On	  April	  14,	  about	  50	  people	  gathered	  to	  consider	  four	  separate,	  written	  statements	  of	  
potential	  vision.	  	  Each	  statement	  contained	  concepts	  and	  priorities	  that	  had	  risen	  to	  the	  top	  
in	  our	  conversations.	  	  Out	  of	  that	  evening’s	  work,	  Elders	  and	  Pastors	  followed	  a	  mandate	  
that	  we	  heard	  to	  write	  a	  vision	  that	  was	  concise	  (not	  wordy)	  and	  yet	  clear.	  	  We	  were	  led	  to	  
the	  phrase	  Passionately	  Following	  Jesus	  as	  the	  basic	  vision	  in	  three	  words.	  	  Because	  Jesus’	  
life	  and	  ministry	  seemed	  marked	  by	  some	  of	  the	  priorities	  we	  had	  earlier	  named,	  we	  added	  
them	  as	  further	  definition	  of	  the	  vision:	  Love,	  Invite,	  Equip,	  and	  Live.	  	  	  This	  vision	  as	  a	  
graphic	  and	  a	  narrative	  description	  (found	  on	  the	  next	  page)	  forms	  the	  outline	  of	  this	  Study	  
Guide.	  
	  
You	  will	  hear	  talk	  about	  “pathways,”	  which	  our	  way	  of	  speaking	  of	  the	  ways	  we	  will	  follow	  
Jesus	  as	  individual	  disciples	  and	  as	  a	  congregation	  of	  disciples.	  	  It	  is	  our	  prayer	  that	  this	  
vision	  will	  grow	  the	  way	  of	  Christ	  in	  your	  life	  and	  in	  our	  community.	  	  	  
	  
Come	  on	  along	  as	  we	  Passionately	  Follow	  Jesus	  together!	  
	  
	  

Our	  Worship	  Schedule	  this	  Fall	  
September	  8	   	   Invitation	  and	  Transformation	  
September	  15	   Love	   Places	  
September	  22	   	   People	  
September	  29	   EGMC	  Retreat	  

October	  6	   Invite	   Reaching	  Out	  
October	  13	   	   Belonging	  

	   October	  20	   	   Proclaiming	  
October	  27	   Equip	   Learning	  and	  Growing	  
November	  3	   	   Formation	  
November	  10	   Live	   Incarnation	  
November	  17	   	   Bold	  and	  Courageous	  

	  
	  
*All	  the	  scriptures	  used	  in	  this	  guide	  are	  from	  the	  New	  Revised	  Standard	  Version.	  
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East	  Goshen	  Mennonite	  Church	  is	  a	  community	  of	  
Anabaptist	  Christians.	  	  This	  is	  not	  a	  brand	  of	  church	  
or	  a	  denominational	  label	  as	  much	  as	  it	  is	  a	  
movement	  of	  Jesus’	  followers.	  	  We	  are	  Christians	  who	  
understand	  our	  primary	  call	  is	  to	  be	  disciples	  of	  Jesus	  
who	  live	  out	  the	  gospel	  in	  our	  everyday	  lives.	  	  Our	  
vision	  challenges	  us	  to	  Passionately	  Follow	  Jesus,	  
discovering	  Jesus	  practices	  of	  loving,	  inviting,	  
equipping	  and	  living.	  	  We	  desire	  to	  love	  and	  look	  like	  
Jesus	  in	  our	  world.	  	  	  
	  
Passionately	  Following	  Jesus	  
When	  Jesus	  called	  the	  first	  disciples	  he	  offered	  an	  invitation	  ("Follow	  me...")	  and	  a	  promise	  
of	  transformation	  ("I	  will	  make	  you...").	  	  These	  words	  of	  Jesus	  contain	  the	  essential	  
definition	  of	  what	  it	  means	  to	  be	  a	  disciple.	  	  The	  word	  "disciple"	  literally	  means	  "a	  
follower."	  	  As	  followers	  of	  Jesus,	  we	  need	  to	  model	  our	  lives	  after	  his:	  do	  what	  he	  did,	  and	  
practice	  what	  he	  practiced.	  	  At	  the	  end	  of	  the	  gospel	  of	  Matthew,	  Jesus	  speaks	  to	  those	  who	  
had	  years	  before	  responded	  to	  his	  call	  of	  “come	  and	  follow”	  but	  now	  he	  tells	  them	  to	  “Go”	  
(the	  invitation	  reversed)	  and	  “make	  disciples”	  (the	  transformation	  passed	  on).	  
	  
Love	  
Early	  in	  the	  New	  Testament	  we	  discover	  that	  Jesus	  was	  on	  a	  mission	  carried	  out	  through	  
his	  attitude	  and	  actions	  of	  love.	  	  His	  love	  for	  others	  connected	  him	  to	  people	  at	  the	  point	  of	  
their	  need:	  a	  woman	  at	  a	  well,	  a	  paralytic,	  a	  leper,	  a	  bleeding	  woman,	  a	  deaf	  man,	  a	  boy	  with	  
a	  spirit,	  etc.	  	  Jesus	  connected	  with	  people	  by	  joining	  life	  with	  them	  (eating	  with	  them,	  
hanging	  around	  and	  walking	  in	  their	  towns).	  	  	  
	  
Invite	  
Jesus’	  mission	  was	  one	  of	  constant	  invitation,	  from	  the	  blunt	  summons	  of	  “come	  follow,”	  to	  
offering	  sense	  of	  belonging	  to	  God’s	  family	  (Jn	  1.12-‐13),	  and	  a	  place	  in	  the	  Kingdom	  	  
(Lk	  14.15-‐23).	  	  Jesus	  was	  masterful	  in	  offering	  the	  invitation	  to	  belong.	  
	  
Equip	  
Jesus’	  time	  with	  his	  disciples	  was	  given	  to	  teaching,	  modeling	  the	  way	  of	  God’s	  Reign	  and	  
preparing	  them	  to	  go.	  	  The	  first	  disciples,	  regardless	  of	  their	  own	  understanding,	  were	  
spiritually	  formed	  and	  nurtured	  into	  the	  likeness	  of	  Jesus.	  	  Ephesians	  4.11-‐12	  speaks	  of	  
Christ’s	  gifts	  of	  apostles,	  prophets,	  evangelists,	  pastors,	  and	  teachers	  for	  the	  equipping	  of	  
the	  church.	  
	  
Live	  
Just	  as	  Jesus	  lived	  in	  ways	  that	  were	  consistent	  with	  the	  Kingdom	  of	  God,	  he	  invited	  others	  
to	  authentically	  embrace	  his	  way	  in	  full	  commitment	  of	  their	  everyday	  lives.	  	  Jesus	  sends	  
his	  disciples	  to	  embody	  God’s	  passion	  for	  the	  world.	  
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Week One 
Passionately Following Jesus: Invitation and Transformation 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
 

 
 
 
Matthew 4.18-22	  
18	  As	  he	  walked	  by	  the	  Sea	  of	  Galilee,	  he	  saw	  two	  brothers,	  Simon,	  who	  is	  called	  Peter,	  and	  
Andrew	  his	  brother,	  casting	  a	  net	  into	  the	  sea—for	  they	  were	  fishermen.	  19	  And	  he	  said	  to	  
them,	  “Follow	  me,	  and	  I	  will	  make	  you	  fish	  for	  people.”	  20	  Immediately	  they	  left	  their	  nets	  
and	  followed	  him.	  21	  As	  he	  went	  from	  there,	  he	  saw	  two	  other	  brothers,	  James	  son	  of	  
Zebedee	  and	  his	  brother	  John,	  in	  the	  boat	  with	  their	  father	  Zebedee,	  mending	  their	  nets,	  
and	  he	  called	  them.	  22	  Immediately	  they	  left	  the	  boat	  and	  their	  father,	  and	  followed	  him.	  
	  
	  
Matthew 28.16-20	  
16	  Now	  the	  eleven	  disciples	  went	  to	  Galilee,	  to	  the	  mountain	  to	  which	  Jesus	  had	  directed	  
them.	  17	  When	  they	  saw	  him,	  they	  worshiped	  him;	  but	  some	  doubted.	  18	  And	  Jesus	  came	  
and	  said	  to	  them,	  “All	  authority	  in	  heaven	  and	  on	  earth	  has	  been	  given	  to	  me.	  19	  Go	  
therefore	  and	  make	  disciples	  of	  all	  nations,	  baptizing	  them	  in	  the	  name	  of	  the	  Father	  and	  of	  
the	  Son	  and	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit,	  20	  and	  teaching	  them	  to	  obey	  everything	  that	  I	  have	  
commanded	  you.	  And	  remember,	  I	  am	  with	  you	  always,	  to	  the	  end	  of	  the	  age.”	  
	  

When Jesus called the first disciples he offered an invitation (“Follow me…”) and a 
promise of transformation (“I will make you…”).  These words of Jesus contain the 
essential definition of what it means to be a disciple.  As followers of Jesus, we will 
model our lives after his: do what he did, and practice what he practiced.  If the church is 
a community of followers, then we must learn the way of Jesus so that we know the path 
to follow, and we must follow with passionate abandon. 
	  

Suggested reading 
Not a Fan by Kyle Idleman 
Follow Me by David Platt 
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Week One 
Passionately Following Jesus: Invitation and Transformation 
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus’ first words and his last words to his disciples are strikingly 
similar.  Each time Jesus offers an invitation (“come follow” in 4.19 and “”go therefore” in 28.19) 
it calls for life response, not simply conformity to a set of beliefs, but rather following him by 
adopting his attitudes, Spirit, values, and actions in the world.  When we accept Jesus’ invitation 
to be his disciples, the manner in which we live and engage in the world is reshaped by him. 
 
These two verses also offer transformation.  In 4.19 Jesus offers to those who follow that he will 
make them fishers of people – in other words, their following will transform them from one 
occupation (fishing) into a new one (catching people).  Immediately after calling these disciples, 
Jesus “went throughout Galilee, …proclaiming the good news of the kingdom…” (4.23)  Then in 
28.19, as Jesus is offering a farewell, he tells them to “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations” suggesting that the transformation they have experienced, they are now to pass on to 
others. 
 
WHAT is Jesus about? 

A disciple as defined by Jesus in Matthew 4.18-22 
1) one who is following 
2) one who is becoming (being changed and transformed) 
3) one who is relating in faith as Jesus, himself, to others. 
 

16th Century Anabaptist, Hans Denck, said, “to know Jesus is to follow him in life.”  
How do you see the connection between knowing Jesus and following Jesus? 
 
In the first century, a disciple was more of an apprentice than a student.  Name the 
ways in which Jesus is the master and his disciples are the apprentices. 
 
Read Matthew 11.28-30.  What does it mean to take Jesus yoke and learn from 
him? 

 
WHAT are some pathways to following Jesus?  

Would you define yourself as a disciple, and your way of life as the way of 
discipleship?  Why? 
 
Are you ready to commit (or re-commit) yourself to be a disciple of Jesus? 
Name what this means for you. 
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Week Two 
Passionately Following Jesus: Love	  
Early	  in	  the	  New	  Testament	  we	  discover	  that	  Jesus	  
was	  on	  a	  mission	  carried	  out	  through	  his	  attitude	  and	  
actions	  of	  love.	  	  His	  love	  for	  others	  connected	  him	  to	  
people	  at	  the	  point	  of	  their	  need:	  a	  woman	  at	  a	  well,	  a	  
paralytic,	  a	  leper,	  a	  bleeding	  woman,	  a	  deaf	  man,	  a	  
boy	  with	  a	  spirit,	  etc.	  	  Jesus	  connected	  with	  people	  by	  
joining	  life	  with	  them.	  

 
	  
John 4.5-26 (read 27-30 and 39-42 also) 
5	  So	  he	  came	  to	  a	  Samaritan	  city	  called	  Sychar,	  near	  the	  plot	  of	  ground	  that	  Jacob	  had	  given	  
to	  his	  son	  Joseph.	  6	  Jacob’s	  well	  was	  there,	  and	  Jesus,	  tired	  out	  by	  his	  journey,	  was	  sitting	  by	  
the	  well.	  It	  was	  about	  noon.	  	  7	  A	  Samaritan	  woman	  came	  to	  draw	  water,	  and	  Jesus	  said	  to	  
her,	  “Give	  me	  a	  drink.”	  8	  (His	  disciples	  had	  gone	  to	  the	  city	  to	  buy	  food.)	  9	  The	  Samaritan	  
woman	  said	  to	  him,	  “How	  is	  it	  that	  you,	  a	  Jew,	  ask	  a	  drink	  of	  me,	  a	  woman	  of	  Samaria?”	  
(Jews	  do	  not	  share	  things	  in	  common	  with	  Samaritans.)	  10	  Jesus	  answered	  her,	  “If	  you	  knew	  
the	  gift	  of	  God,	  and	  who	  it	  is	  that	  is	  saying	  to	  you,	  ‘Give	  me	  a	  drink,’	  you	  would	  have	  asked	  
him,	  and	  he	  would	  have	  given	  you	  living	  water.”	  11	  The	  woman	  said	  to	  him,	  “Sir,	  you	  have	  
no	  bucket,	  and	  the	  well	  is	  deep.	  Where	  do	  you	  get	  that	  living	  water?	  12	  Are	  you	  greater	  than	  
our	  ancestor	  Jacob,	  who	  gave	  us	  the	  well,	  and	  with	  his	  sons	  and	  his	  flocks	  drank	  from	  it?”	  
13	  Jesus	  said	  to	  her,	  “Everyone	  who	  drinks	  of	  this	  water	  will	  be	  thirsty	  again,	  14	  but	  those	  
who	  drink	  of	  the	  water	  that	  I	  will	  give	  them	  will	  never	  be	  thirsty.	  The	  water	  that	  I	  will	  give	  
will	  become	  in	  them	  a	  spring	  of	  water	  gushing	  up	  to	  eternal	  life.”	  15	  The	  woman	  said	  to	  him,	  
“Sir,	  give	  me	  this	  water,	  so	  that	  I	  may	  never	  be	  thirsty	  or	  have	  to	  keep	  coming	  here	  to	  draw	  
water.”	  16	  Jesus	  said	  to	  her,	  “Go,	  call	  your	  husband,	  and	  come	  back.”	  17	  The	  woman	  answered	  
him,	  “I	  have	  no	  husband.”	  Jesus	  said	  to	  her,	  “You	  are	  right	  in	  saying,	  ‘I	  have	  no	  husband’;	  
18	  for	  you	  have	  had	  five	  husbands,	  and	  the	  one	  you	  have	  now	  is	  not	  your	  husband.	  What	  you	  
have	  said	  is	  true!”	  19	  The	  woman	  said	  to	  him,	  “Sir,	  I	  see	  that	  you	  are	  a	  prophet.	  20	  Our	  
ancestors	  worshiped	  on	  this	  mountain,	  but	  you	  say	  that	  the	  place	  where	  people	  must	  
worship	  is	  in	  Jerusalem.”	  21	  Jesus	  said	  to	  her,	  “Woman,	  believe	  me,	  the	  hour	  is	  coming	  when	  
you	  will	  worship	  the	  Father	  neither	  on	  this	  mountain	  nor	  in	  Jerusalem.	  22	  You	  worship	  what	  
you	  do	  not	  know;	  we	  worship	  what	  we	  know,	  for	  salvation	  is	  from	  the	  Jews.	  23	  But	  the	  hour	  
is	  coming,	  and	  is	  now	  here,	  when	  the	  true	  worshipers	  will	  worship	  the	  Father	  in	  spirit	  and	  
truth,	  for	  the	  Father	  seeks	  such	  as	  these	  to	  worship	  him.	  24	  God	  is	  spirit,	  and	  those	  who	  
worship	  him	  must	  worship	  in	  spirit	  and	  truth.”	  25	  The	  woman	  said	  to	  him,	  “I	  know	  that	  
Messiah	  is	  coming”	  (who	  is	  called	  Christ).	  “When	  he	  comes,	  he	  will	  proclaim	  all	  things	  to	  
us.”	  26	  Jesus	  said	  to	  her,	  “I	  am	  he,[d]	  the	  one	  who	  is	  speaking	  to	  you.”	  

Places 
Jesus was intentional about moving in and hanging out where he could stand and see the needs 
of people.  Where are the people who are far from God?  Following Jesus means that we “move 
in” to be where the unloved and alienated people are. 
	  

Suggested reading 
Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman 
The Beloved Community by Charles Marsh 
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Week Two 
Passionately Following Jesus: Love	  
 
Places 
Much about the encounter and conversation between Jesus and the Samaritan woman have to 
do with territory.  The encounter begins with Jesus coming to a Samaritan city and stopping at 
Jacob’s well.  Then Jesus begins a conversation with a woman from Samaria, which is 
borderline scandalous because he is a “Jew” and she is from Samaria.  When the conversation 
becomes personally revealing of the Samaritan woman’s life, she calls him a prophet and then 
again points out that Jews consider Samaritan places as a little less than holy (v. 20).  Jesus 
counters by saying that the time is coming when that won’t matter, thus breaking down the 
territorialism.  Jesus is clearly compassionate about the people in the “other places” and so is 
moving into the places where “the fields are ripe for harvesting…” (v. 35).   
 
 
WHAT is Jesus about? 

God in Christ comes to all people not only in a way that we can understand, but in a 
way that we can access.  Jesus called people to repentance and proclaimed the 
presence of God (Mark 1.15), and did so as he befriended marginalized people and 
moved about in the places occupied by the broken and lost. 

 
Jesus mixed with people from every corner of society.  He ate with Pharisees as well 
as tax collectors and prostitutes.  He did not try to bring people into the religious 
realm, instead, he went to them offering living water. 

 
 
WHAT are some pathways to following Jesus?  

Can we follow Jesus’ footsteps and be directly and actively with people where they 
are?  To do so would mean that we are present in society’s places, offering genuine 
availability to relationships as we move into the communities of the people around us.  
 
As with the people Jesus encountered, the people around us are spiritually curious.  
Loving like Jesus is not so much about bringing people to church, but to take Jesus 
(and his water of life) to the people. 
 
Following Jesus way of love means that we identify with people rather than ideology 
(where we, or they “stand”).   
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Week Three 
Passionately Following Jesus: Love	  
Early	  in	  the	  New	  Testament	  we	  discover	  that	  Jesus	  was	  on	  a	  mission	  carried	  out	  through	  
his	  attitude	  and	  actions	  of	  love.	  	  His	  love	  for	  others	  connected	  him	  to	  people	  at	  the	  point	  of	  
their	  need:	  a	  woman	  at	  a	  well,	  a	  paralytic,	  a	  leper,	  a	  bleeding	  woman,	  a	  deaf	  man,	  a	  boy	  with	  
a	  spirit,	  etc.	  	  Jesus	  connected	  with	  people	  by	  joining	  life	  with	  them.	  

 
	  
Luke 7.36-8.3 
36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus[a] to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s 
house and took his place at the table. 37 And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, 
having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of 
ointment. 38 She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with 
her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and 
anointing them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, 
he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what kind 
of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus spoke up and said 
to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” “Teacher,” he replied, “speak.” 41 “A 
certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42 When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of them 
will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the 
greater debt.” And Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward 
the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave 
me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with 
her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped 
kissing my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet 
with ointment. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; 
hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.” 
48 Then he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 But those who were at the table with 
him began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 And he 
said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

8.1 Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the 
good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, 2 as well as some women 
who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom 
seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and 
Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their resources. 

People 
By his association (and proximity to) the people on the edges of society, Jesus was extending 
the love of God.  Love begins with identifying and joining with people.  Followers of Jesus exude 
a love for others by siding with people rather than political, social, or religious ideology. 
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Week Three 
Passionately Following Jesus: Love	  
 
People 
When the “sinful woman” emotionally anoints Jesus’ feet (Luke 7.39), Simon (the host) 
mistakenly believes that if Jesus really knew what sort of person this was (a woman and a 
prostitute) he would stop her.  Jesus, however, is not concerned about this woman’s reputation 
in the community, and even less about what people think of him for loving her.   
 
The scene at Simon’s table is a grand illustration of Jesus’ offer of salvation.  By allowing her 
show of gratitude, Jesus offered her dignity.  By his simple words of forgiveness, he unlocked 
God’s grace for her, providing liberation “on earth, as it is in heaven.”   
 
 
WHAT is Jesus about? 

Jesus was all about extending the love of God, particularly for those lacking the love 
of others.  Many times through the gospel accounts, we see Jesus disregarding 
social and religious taboos.  He touched lepers, healed on the Sabbath, offered grace 
to a woman caught in immorality, and even knelt to wash his underlings feet, all for 
the sake of love (these and more examples: Matthew 8.1-4; 8.5-13; 9.9-13;12.9-14; 
Mark 2.1-12; 10.13-16; Luke 8.40-48; 10.38-42; 13.10-16; 19.1-10; John 5.1-18; 8.1-
11; 9.1-34; 13.1-20).  To Jesus, it is never primarily about sin, or morality, but real 
people in need of hope, healing, and salvation. 

 
 
WHAT are some pathways to following Jesus?  

How do we engage with people who most need hope, healing and salvation?  And 
can we do so as friends who love, rather than offering a “hand up” to “our level?” 
 
What will it take for you to identify with people rather than social, or religious 
ideology?  Take a few moments to honestly consider the prejudices and standards 
(cultural, economic, political, even moral issues) which need to be set aside for the 
sake of love. 
 
How might we invest ourselves in offering love to people who are far from God? 
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Week Four 
Passionately Following Jesus: Invite	  
Jesus’	  mission	  was	  one	  of	  constant	  invitation,	  from	  the	  blunt	  
summons	  of	  “come	  follow,”	  to	  offering	  sense	  of	  belonging	  to	  
God’s	  family	  (Jn	  1.12-‐13),	  and	  a	  place	  in	  the	  Kingdom	  (Lk	  
14.15-‐23).	  	  Jesus	  was	  masterful	  in	  offering	  the	  invitation	  to	  
belong.	  
	  
	  

 
	  
 
 
Luke 19.1-10 
1 [Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus 
was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he 
ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that 
way.  
 
5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and 
come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy 
to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the 
guest of one who is a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half 
of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I will pay back four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to him, “Today 
salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of 
Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 
 
 

Reaching Out 
Many times Jesus did the unexpected when he reached out and offered himself to others.  It 
was almost as if he went about looking for divine appointments with people.  Followers are led by 
the Spirit of Jesus into divine opportunities to reach out. 
	  

Suggested reading 
Unchristian by David Kinnaman 
Making Room by Christine D. Pohl 
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Week Four 
Passionately Following Jesus: Invite	  
 
Reaching out 
As a tax collector, Zacchaeus was taking a risk mingling with neighbors in public.  We can only 
speculate as to what prompted him to go to the lengths he did.  Something drove him to join the 
crowd hoping to see Jesus.  We are told that Jesus was just passing through (v. 1), but then, 
stops at the place where Zacchaeus had climbed the tree and asks him to come down.  When 
Jesus shows interest in him, Zacchaeus wastes no time in changing course in life, offering 
restitution for his life of injustice. 
 
Salvation comes through a divine encounter between a curious “lost one” and an alertly-
reaching-out Jesus.   
 
WHAT is Jesus about? 

Jesus reaches out to people by offering himself to them at a deep, heart level.  His 
way of invitation is kind and full of grace putting people at ease and enabling them to 
be receptive.   
 
Jesus’ ministry is not stationary; offering the Good News to all who come to him. 
Jesus, in the way of God, is a seeker of the hearts of humanity reaching out to where 
people are. 
 
The invitation of Jesus is extended to those far from God.  When the Pharisees and 
Scribes complained that Jesus spent time with tax collectors and sinners, he replied 
“I have come to call not the righteous but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5.32).  It was 
the mission of Jesus to call people to the reign of God in repentance and faith. 

 
 
WHAT are some pathways to following Jesus?  

How might God use you in reaching someone who is far from God? 
 
What can you do to be available for “divine appointments?” 
 
Jesus said, “As the Father sent me, I am sending you” (John 20.21).  So rather than 
expecting those who are far from God to be attracted to us, what must we do to follow 
Jesus in being sent out to call people to the reign of God?  
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Week Five 
Passionately Following Jesus: Invite	  
Jesus’	  mission	  was	  one	  of	  constant	  invitation,	  from	  the	  blunt	  summons	  of	  “come	  follow,”	  to	  
offering	  sense	  of	  belonging	  to	  God’s	  family	  (Jn	  1.12-‐13),	  and	  a	  place	  in	  the	  Kingdom	  	  
(Lk	  14.15-‐23).	  	  Jesus	  was	  masterful	  in	  offering	  the	  invitation	  to	  belong.	  
	  
	  

 
	  
 
 
Luke 14.15-24 

15 One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who will 
eat bread in the kingdom of God!”  
 
16 Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. 17 At the 
time for the dinner he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; 
for everything is ready now.’ 18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The first 
said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please 
accept my regrets.’ 19 Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going 
to try them out; please accept my regrets.’ 20 Another said, ‘I have just been married, 
and therefore I cannot come.’  
 

21 The servant returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house 
became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of 
the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 22 And the 
servant said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ 23 Then 
the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people 
to come in, so that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those who were 
invited will taste my dinner.’” 

 

Belonging 
The Kingdom of God as Jesus lived and proclaimed it, was a community of welcome for all who 
would accept the invitation.  Jesus’ community is a place of belonging devoid of social, political, 
religious barriers.  Followers of Jesus continue to invite people as brothers and sisters in the 
family of God’s acceptance. 
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Week Five 
Passionately Following Jesus: Invite	  
 
Belonging 
A meal represents God’s gracious provision; a meal eaten with others is a social event, which 
brings people into community; a meal to which one is invited conveys the grace of welcome 
acceptance and belonging.  Little wonder that the scriptures offer a picture of salvation as a 
great banquet (Isaiah 55).  Jesus challenged the popular assumptions about the guest list by 
extending acts of love and salvation to those on the margins, throughout his ministry. 
 
All who hear Jesus’ story naturally identify with one or other of the groups of people who were 
invited in it: there are the many who are expected to receive an invitation; then those with needs 
who don’t fit the mainstream; and then the people from the countryside beyond the town, who 
no one knows.  Jesus’ teaching and activity reveal the grace of God which recognizes no 
boundaries; even religious and national.  The divine intention is that we should all be able to 
celebrate and enjoy the gift of belonging in the same human family. 
 
WHAT is Jesus about? 

When Jesus invited people to come into wholeness of life under the reign of God, he 
was inviting them to belong this God’s alternative community.  And, this invitation was 
offered to “anyone” (Luke 9.23). 
 
While the social structures of culture, religion and civic society were dense with 
expectations and boundaries, many of which are unwritten, Jesus’ invitation requires 
nothing but a “yes” and an earnest heart to follow. 
 
Jesus’ invitation is to anyone.  Anyone can belong to this following, but not until they 
leave the distractions behind, because following requires a single passionate focus: 
to live not for ourselves, but Jesus. 

 
WHAT are some pathways to following Jesus?  

If Christ-like invitation is to God’s alternative community, what is the invitation that we 
are called to extend to others outside the church?  What about inside the church? 
 
What keeps us from inviting?  Are there social, economic, racial, political boundaries 
that inhibits our invitation of others? 
 
Our invitation to “anyone” may be to dinner at our house, for a cup of coffee at 
McDonalds, or to worship at EGMC, but how can we offer the invitation to become a 
follower of Jesus? 
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Week Six 
Passionately Following Jesus: Invite	  
Jesus’	  mission	  was	  one	  of	  constant	  invitation,	  from	  the	  blunt	  summons	  of	  “come	  follow,”	  to	  
offering	  sense	  of	  belonging	  to	  God’s	  family	  (Jn	  1.12-‐13),	  and	  a	  place	  in	  the	  Kingdom	  	  
(Lk	  14.15-‐23).	  	  Jesus	  was	  masterful	  in	  offering	  the	  invitation	  to	  belong.	  
	  
	  

 
	  
Mark 4.3-20 
3 “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and 
the birds came and ate it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have 
much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun 
rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8 Other 
seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding 
thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” 
 
10 When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him 
about the parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the 
kingdom of God, but for those outside, everything comes in parables; 12 in order that 
 

‘they may indeed look, but not perceive, 
and may indeed listen, but not understand; 

so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.’” 
 

13 And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you 
understand all the parables? 14 The sower sows the word. 15 These are the ones on the 
path where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes 
away the word that is sown in them. 16 And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: 
when they hear the word, they immediately receive it with joy. 17 But they have no root, 
and endure only for a while; then, when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, immediately they fall away. 18 And others are those sown among the thorns: these 
are the ones who hear the word, 19 but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth, 
and the desire for other things come in and choke the word, and it yields nothing. 20 And 
these are the ones sown on the good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear 
fruit, thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 

Proclaiming 
Jesus was bold in sharing the good news of salvation, offering hope and liberation in the face of 
brokenness and even death.  Ever since Jesus proclaimed God’s Kingdom, people have 
continued to respond to the genuine invitation to life.  Followers of Jesus, wherever they are 
scattered, go about proclaiming the good news of salvation. 
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Week Six 
Passionately Following Jesus: Invite	  
 
Proclaiming 
The setting for Jesus’ teaching, in Mark 4, is in the open air by the sea, away from the normal 
arenas of religious teaching like the synagogue and temple.  Here Jesus proclaims through a 
simple story, the profound truth of God’s missional invitation.  The story of the seed sown 
illustrates the extravagant means God takes to proclaim the invitation: a sower who is reckless 
in throwing seed even into weeds and onto the road, for the sake of the opportunity that some 
will find root and grow.  
 
Jesus begins his ministry with words from Isaiah (Luke 4.18-19), “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he has anointed  me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  It is clear that the mission of Jesus is to reveal the love of 
God for all people.  A favorite introduction to the invitation of Jesus is found in his curious 
phrase, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”  
 
WHAT is Jesus about? 

Jesus often offered invitation to “anyone with ears to hear.”  Put another way: his 
invitation, was “broadcast” in the proclamation of his words as well as in the way of 
his life.  The “success rate” of the invitation was not the priority, as much as the need 
to proclaim it.   
 
Never did Jesus enter the debate between proclaiming with words versus actions.  
Actually, more than once he suggested that our words and actions be inseparable.  
Jesus was courageous and consistent in proclaiming the Good News to all who 
would hear it. 
 

WHAT are some pathways to following Jesus?  
Is it time for “the quiet in the land” to broadcast the word of invitation?  What will this 
take for you?  What will this take for our church? 
 
Who have you not invited because you doubted they would hear it and respond?   
 
With such an amazing and divinely extravagant message, why would we conserve it? 
 
How will you proclaim the invitation? 
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Week Seven 
Passionately Following Jesus: Equip	  
Jesus’	  time	  with	  his	  disciples	  was	  given	  to	  teaching,	  modeling	  
the	  way	  of	  God’s	  Reign	  and	  preparing	  them	  to	  go.	  	  The	  first	  
disciples,	  regardless	  of	  their	  own	  understanding,	  were	  
spiritually	  formed	  and	  nurtured	  into	  the	  likeness	  of	  Jesus.	  	  
Ephesians	  4.11-‐12	  speaks	  of	  Christ’s	  gifts	  of	  apostles,	  
prophets,	  evangelists,	  pastors,	  and	  teachers	  for	  the	  equipping	  
of	  the	  church.	  
	  

 
	  
Luke 10.1-12, 17-20 
 1After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to 
every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2 He said to them, “The harvest 
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest. 3 Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into 
the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the 
road. 5 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6 And if anyone is 
there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to 
you. 7 Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the 
laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 8 Whenever you 
enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9 cure the sick 
who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But 
whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and 
say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against 
you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, on that day it will 
be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town. 
 
17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit 
to us!” 18 He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19 
See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, 
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
 

Learning and Growing 
Jesus sent his disciples, equipped only with his authority, out to proclaim the kingdom and to 
heal.  Nurtured in the way of Jesus, his disciples were prepared by testing them in ministry and 
rejoicing with them.  Followers of Jesus are led to discover and engage their gifts and grow in 
their calling, celebrating the power of Jesus in each other. 
	  

Suggested reading 
Practicing our Faith by Dorothy C. Bass 
Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster 



	  
	  

Page	  17	  

Week Seven 
Passionately Following Jesus: Equip	  
 
Learning and Growing 
The disciple’s participation in Jesus’ work has been “in the air” ever since the promise that they 
would be “catching people” (Matthew 4.19).  Jesus called twelve of his disciples to “apostles” 
(Luke 6.13) – the word means “one who is sent” – with the specific intention that his followers 
become missionary agents extending the reach of God’s salvation. 
 
Prior to sending the 70 to minister on ahead, Jesus has a straight-forward conversation with his 
followers about being followers (Luke 10.57-62).  Again, Jesus points out that it is one thing to 
say, “I’d like to follow,” and quite another to fully commit by being formed by the way of Jesus.   
 
As he had done earlier with the 12 disciples, he then sends 70 “others” to go on ahead to carry 
his ministry to the people there.  The outfitting of these disciples was very simple: no purse, bag 
or sandals, don’t waste time on the road, get to town, cure the sick and proclaim the reign of 
God.  Jesus equips these followers by empowering them and keeping their focus simple.   
 
WHAT is Jesus about? 

Jesus calls his followers to be free from personal interest and distraction so that they 
can carry through on their mission.  Followers of Jesus, therefore, are not self-
sufficient and secure; rather, they are totally dependent on God’s provision.  The 
followers of Jesus learned as he modeled of the way of the kingdom, and as they 
tested their gifts as his apprentices sent on ahead.   
 
Jesus rejoiced that his followers witnessed in-breaking reign of God.  Jesus called 
them to celebrate that it was not them, but heaven coming through them that needed 
to be celebrated.  His followers were apprentices, learning and growing, as they 
participated in his mission.  
 

WHAT are some pathways to following Jesus?  
In what ways are you dependant on God’s provision?  How does this affect your 
growth as a follower of Jesus? 
 
Consider how Jesus has grown you as an apprentice. 
 
How do the ministries of the church nurture people in the way of Jesus? 
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Week Eight 
Passionately Following Jesus: Equip	  
Jesus’	  time	  with	  his	  disciples	  was	  given	  to	  teaching,	  modeling	  the	  way	  of	  God’s	  Reign	  and	  
preparing	  them	  to	  go.	  	  The	  first	  disciples,	  regardless	  of	  their	  own	  understanding,	  were	  
spiritually	  formed	  and	  nurtured	  into	  the	  likeness	  of	  Jesus.	  	  Ephesians	  4.11-‐12	  speaks	  of	  
Christ’s	  gifts	  of	  apostles,	  prophets,	  evangelists,	  pastors,	  and	  teachers	  for	  the	  equipping	  of	  
the	  church.	  

 
	  
John 17.1-11, 20-26 
1After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And 
this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 
5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. 
6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one. 
20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me 
through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in 
you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 
The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we 
are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the 
world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 
me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where 
I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world.  25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know 
you; and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I 
will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I 
in them.” 

Formation 
Jesus, aware of the spiritual rhythms which shaped his life and the life of his disciples, modeled 
the disciplines of prayer, meditation and seeking places of solitude.   The followers of Jesus seek 
the spiritual practices which prepare and strengthen, allowing the Spirit of Jesus to guide them 
in all of life. 	  
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Week Eight 
Passionately Following Jesus: Equip	  
 
Formation 
Jesus was adept at modeling the spiritual rhythms of meditation, prayer, and solitude.  From his 
time in the wilderness preparing for ministry (Matthew 4.1-11), to seeking quiet and rest from the 
crowds (Mark 6.31), and here in John 17 seeking strength in prayer on the night of his betrayal 
and arrest, Jesus shows a disciplined spiritual life. 
 
There is a strong connection between discipleship (following Jesus) and being disciplined in 
seeking divine empowerment to live the life of Jesus.   
 
As Jesus prays, he shows a dependence on God’s authority and care for himself and for his 
disciples.  The end goal, “that the world may believe,” is not too much to ask of God, for it is in 
face Jesus’ mandate (John 3.17).  In this prayer Jesus seems to be finding a unified vision with 
God’s call, not only for himself, but also for his followers (those gathered around him and the 
others who have come to believe v.20-21). 
 
 
WHAT is Jesus about? 

Jesus modeled a disciplined dependence on God. All his authority, all his ability, all 
his vision for his mission was found in his relationship to God, not in personal, 
human, resources.  As we read the gospel story we see Jesus as someone who is of 
a single-minded purpose, not given to distraction, not swayed by his own needs or 
desires.  And this is what Jesus taught his disciples as well – their spiritual formation 
was about their learning and growing in dependence on God. 
 

 
WHAT are some pathways to following Jesus?  

What spiritual practices have helped to form you as a follower of Jesus? 
 
Even Jesus depended on prayer, solitude, and simplicity to live his calling, so it 
seems that spiritual maturity is more than a point of arrival or achievement.  What 
does it mean to be growing into maturity as a disciple of Christ? 
 
As we grow in discipleship (apprenticeship), we grow as disciplers, or spiritual 
parents who can guide others to the way of Jesus.  Have you had the experience of 
being a spiritual parent?  If not, in what ways do you need to still grow before you can 
be a discipler?  
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Week Nine 
Passionately Following Jesus: Live	  
Just	  as	  Jesus	  lived	  in	  ways	  that	  were	  consistent	  with	  the	  
Kingdom	  of	  God,	  he	  invited	  others	  to	  authentically	  embrace	  
his	  way	  in	  full	  commitment	  of	  their	  everyday	  lives.	  	  Jesus	  
sends	  his	  disciples	  to	  embody	  God’s	  passion	  for	  the	  world.	  
	  
	  

 
	  
	  
John 1.1-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was 
life,[a] and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

Incarnation 
Jesus’ invited his followers to embody his life with their lives.  Just as God sent Jesus, Jesus sends 
his followers to live God’s passion.  Belief becomes faith when it is lived.  The Followers of Jesus 
are the Body of Christ in this world when they live his life. 

Suggested reading 
The other Six Days by R. Paul Stevens 
Red Letter Revolution by Shane Claiborne 
   & Tony Campolo 
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Week Nine 
Passionately Following Jesus: Live	  
 
Incarnation 
John 1.1-18 forms the central defining text about the marvelous coming of God into human 
history.  Much of the New Testament is about understanding how Jesus is the embodiment of 
God.  Christians affirm that, in Jesus Christ, God was fully present and moved into our 
neighborhood in an act of humble love, the likes of which the world has never known. 
 

The “Incarnation” refers to that act of sublime love and humanity whereby God takes it 
upon himself to enter into the depths of our world, our life, our reality in order that the 
redemption between God and humanity may be brought about.  This “enfleshing” of God 
is so radical and total that it qualifies all subsequent acts of God in this world. 

Alan Hirsch, Shaping of Things to Come 
 
 
WHAT is Jesus about? 

Jesus life and mission which came out of the incarnation achieved more than our 
salvation; it was a profound and radical act of identification with all that it means to be 
human.  Even more, the incarnation in Jesus revealed God, in human form.  If we 
wish to know what God is like, we simply need to look at Jesus. 
 
If God’s way of reaching the world was to become human, in Jesus, then our way of 
reaching the world should, likewise, be incarnational.  This is the genius of true 
discipleship.  Jesus lived the life of God in our world and invited others to follow him.  
Just as God sent Jesus into the world, Jesus sends his disciples into the world (John 
20.21).  
 

WHAT are some pathways to following Jesus?  
If we are followers of Jesus in the most basic sense, we are not living “our own lives” 
but his, and by extension, God’s.  And through our lives, the world will see Jesus.  
How do you see yourself as the incarnation of Jesus in the world today? 
 
To say that the Incarnation should inform all the dimensions of life (individual and 
communal) is clearly an understatement.  What are the implications of this for our 
lives and our mission? 
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Week Ten 
Passionately Following Jesus: Live	  
Just	  as	  Jesus	  lived	  in	  ways	  that	  were	  consistent	  with	  the	  Kingdom	  of	  God,	  he	  invited	  others	  
to	  authentically	  embrace	  his	  way	  in	  full	  commitment	  of	  their	  everyday	  lives.	  	  Jesus	  sends	  
his	  disciples	  to	  embody	  God’s	  passion	  for	  the	  world.	  
	  

 
	  
John 19.38-42 
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret 
one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of 
Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. 39 Nicodemus, 
who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40 They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it 
with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. 41 Now there 
was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new 
tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 And so, because it was the Jewish day of 
Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 
Matthew 27.57-58 
57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who 
was also a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then 
Pilate ordered it to be given to him.  
 
Mark 15.43 
43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself 
waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body 
of Jesus.  
 
Luke 23.50-52 
50 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a member of 
the council, 51 had not agreed to their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of 
Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  
 

Bold and Courageous 
Jesus invited his followers to accept for themselves his full-time vocation of love for the world.  
Followers of Jesus daily live lives of genuine discipleship at home, at work and every part of 
society.	  
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Week Ten 
Passionately Following Jesus: Live	  
 
Bold and Courageous 
It might be a stretch to say it this way, but it seems like if there was no Joseph of Arimathea in 
the story, it would also be devoid of a resurrected Jesus.  All four Gospel writers make it clear 
that this little known Joseph plays critical and yet understated role in the events leading up to 
the resurrection.  A parallel reading of all for gospels provides a picture of who Joseph of 
Arimathea was… 
 

John:  Joseph was a secret disciple because he was afraid of the Jews. 
Matt:  He was a rich man who was a disciple of Jesus. 
Mark:   He was a respected member of the council (Sanhedrin), yet was expectant of the  

kingdom of God. 
Luke:   He was good and righteous.  He was a member of the council, but had not  

agreed with them. 
 
Joseph of Arimathea was torn between two worlds, maybe even weak and indecisive about 
which way to go; should he stick to the principles and tradition of his role as a Jewish religious 
leader and a pillar of community? Or should he cast off the fear and bring his life of discipleship 
into the public?  Whatever his internal struggle, with bold courage he rose to the occasion when 
it mattered most. 
 
 
WHAT is Jesus about? 

Many times Jesus called for an all out commitment from his disciples (Luke 6.46ff, 
9.57).  He even warns them about the cost of following (Luke 14.25ff, John 15.18ff).  
Still, many seemed to stand just off stage; curious, yet uncertain and uncommitted. 
Like Nicodemus (John 3), who also seems to found his faith tipping toward embracing 
Jesus in the end (John 19.39).  Jesus calls each disciple to come to a total surrender;  
giving the whole of their life to following him. 
 
Followers of Jesus daily live lives of genuine discipleship in all aspects of living.   
 

WHAT are some pathways to following Jesus?  
How might we be more courageous in accepting Jesus full-time vocation of love for 
the world? 
 
 
Are there areas of life where you have been less committed to following Jesus?   
 

 


